Who Wants to be a Local Watershed Explorer?

(for grades 4 -5)

	Grad Standard:

Science as Inquiry

Activity Type:

_X_ individual 

_X _ small group

___ class

Discipline:

Water (Earth Science)

Technology


	Introduction

Knowledge of the local environment is very important in the development of a ‘sense of place’ and knowing your role in the environment.  This activity helps to develop this knowledge.  

The student’s task is to collect documentary evidence of the following phenomena in his/her local watershed.  Depending on where and when you have the scavenger hunt, some of these phenomena may not be appropriate for your students.  Students need to be able to defend their choices if the evidence is challenged.  

Students can gather physical evidence or images of the phenomena.  

The students can do this activity in small groups or as individuals.  In addition, students can be asked to gather evidence from around their homes or neighborhoods.   

NOTE:  If digital cameras are available, then they could be distributed to groups of students to take images which may be used with their collected evidence.  

Materials

Worksheet; Pen/pencil; Bags for gathering evidence; Camera; Digital cameras, if available.

Preparation

Students need to be aware of their local watershed and the boundaries of it. You may need to create an awareness of certain concepts for the students or omit these phenomena from the list.   

Activity

Students receive worksheets and a camera.  (Use digital cameras, if available.)  

Students gather evidence of the following possible phenomena from their local watershed

Scavenger Hunt

· Find a home 

· Identify a sound 

· Find something smelly 

· Find something that doesn't belong 

· Identify an animal track 

· Find a change 

· Find something fuzzy 

· Something good to eat 
Find evidence of:  
· A pattern 

· Parts of a system that influence each other 

· Predation 

· A boundary 

· Communication in the natural world 

· Communication in the human world 

· Waste 
Students complete the worksheet by checking off the evidence they have gathered.   

Assessment

Here is a suggested scale for points: 

Correct answer- 1 point 

Correct answer that is especially creative- 1.5 points 

Questionable answer defended with a spectacular lie- 0.5 points 

Incorrect answer- 0 points 

Extensions

Students’ evidence can be incorporated into a PowerPoint presentation, and presented to the whole group.  Photos can be scanned for use in the presentation.  

Students could be asked to do this activity exclusively in their local neighborhood.  A poster presentation could also be created from the results.  


Lesson adapted by Nancy Koehler, Beaver ridge Elem. School.  

Source: Waters To The Sea Study Guide produced by the Center for Global Environmental Education

Worksheet for

‘Who Wants to be a Local Watershed Explorer?’ activity
	What did I find?
	What does it look like?
	Where did I find it?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


