That was Then… This is Now…
Grade levels 6-8, 9-12.

This student activity uses interviews to compare the lifestyle of those who were teenagers one to three generations ago to the lifestyle of teens of today. Students will also analyze environmental impacts of the various lifestyles, and note any changes they can make in their lives to lessen human impact on the environment. This activity can be used in a Language Arts classroom, or a Science class studying the environment.
Procedure:

1) In class, students are divided into pairs, preferably with someone they do not know well or who has been brought up in a different culture. They use the “This is Now…” worksheet for questions to ask and as a place to take notes during the interview.

2) As homework, students interview a person who is 1-3 generations older. Discuss with the class who they might interview, and encourage a variety of ages, places and cultures among those to be interviewed. Students will use the handout “That was Then…” for specific topics to be discussed with the person being interviewed; notes may be taken on the worksheet. (A Senior Center might be an interesting place to conduct these interviews.)
3) Students complete an interview analysis and answer the questions on the “That was Then…This is Now… Interview Analysis” worksheet. 

4) Students discuss their findings with the class, or write an essay, letter, deliver a speech, etc.
AKS:

6th Grade
6LA_A2005-2: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing
6LA_A2005-3: present formally convincing opinions and arguments 

	6SC_G2005-19: compare various sources of energy and describe their uses and methods of conservation


 19b1 - discuss how consumption of energy impacts the environment and society

7th Grade
7LA_A2005-2: present clear instructions, directions or descriptions

7LA_A2005-3: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing
	7SC_B2005-13: assess how changes in environmental conditions can affect the survival of both individuals and entire species and cause them to become endangered or extinct


13a - Extension: identify specific actions that have caused trauma to ecosystems such as oil spills, pollution, habitat destructions, and global climate change, and analyze effectiveness of proposed solutions

8th Grade

8LA_A2005-5: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing
High School

LA09_A2005-1: apply interviewing techniques (i.e., prepare and ask relevant questions; make notes of responses; use language that conveys maturity, sensitivity and respect; respond correctly to questions) and listen to an interview to acquire information

LA09_A2005-7: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing

LA10_A2005-2: listen to take notes, formulate questions and make inferences and judgments
LA10_A2005-9: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing 
	LA11_A2005-7: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing

LA12_A2005-5: apply appropriate interviewing techniques (i.e., demonstrate knowledge of the subject and organization, compile and report responses, evaluate the effectiveness of an interview) LA12_A2005-6: take notes from lectures, reading, viewing and interviewing

SCBI_B2005-11: evaluate the dependence of all organisms on one another and the flow of energy and matter within their ecosystems


11d - assess and explain human activities that influence and modify the environment such as global warming, population growth, pesticide use, and water/power consumption 
SCES_B2007-10: evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems
That was Then…

Interview a person one to three generations older than yourself to determine answers to the following questions. Try to get details.
Name _________________________________________ Age______ Year Born _____________

Interviewed by ____________________________ Number of generations from the student _____
	Question
	Answer

	Place(s) lived as a teen- rural, suburban, or urban?
	

	Amount of time spent outdoors, and what activities were done outdoors?
	

	Primary modes of transportation?
	

	Home water source?
	

	Home- number of bedrooms, # baths, structure (wood, brick, siding, stucco, etc.), type of neighborhood?
	

	Where did your food come from? Any home grown?
	

	Where were your clothes, furniture, shoes, etc. purchased? Who purchased them? Were any made at home?
	

	Trash- how disposed?
	

	How often did you have seafood per week? Meat?
	

	School description- size of class, school? Subjects studied? Hours?
	

	Types of job(s)?
	

	Chores at home?
	

	Telephone: describe technology, how frequently used, what it was used for? etc.
	

	Sports- types; watch or participate?
	

	Church activities- how many times/wk attend? Any activities other than church services?
	

	Friends-where met them, activities and get-togethers, how communicated, etc.?
	

	Games or pastimes?
	

	Vacations- destination, method of travel, length of time, who with?
	

	Other?
	


This is Now…

Interview your partner to determine answers to the following questions, with details:

Name____________________________________ Age______ Year Born _____________

Interviewed by ____________________________

	Question
	Answer

	Place(s) lived as a teen- rural, suburban, or urban?
	

	Amount of time spent outdoors, and what activities were done outdoors?
	

	Primary modes of transportation?
	

	Home water source?
	

	Home- number of bedrooms, # baths, structure (wood, brick, siding, stucco, etc.), type of neighborhood?
	

	Where did your food come from? Any home grown?
	

	Where were your clothes, furniture, shoes, etc. purchased? Who purchased them? Were any made at home?
	

	Trash- how disposed?
	

	How often did you have seafood per week? Meat?
	

	School description- size of class, school? Subjects studied? Hours?
	

	Types of job(s)?
	

	Chores at home?
	

	Telephone: describe technology, how frequently used, what it was used for? etc.
	

	Sports- types; watch or participate?
	

	Church activities- how many times/wk attend? Any activities other than church services?
	

	Friends-where met them, activities and get-togethers, how communicated, etc.?
	

	Games or pastimes?
	

	Vacations- destination, method of travel, length of time, who with?
	

	Other?
	


That was Then…This is Now… Interview Analysis

1. Compare and contrast the lifestyles of today’s teens with those of yesteryear. Be specific as to topics that showed the greatest differences, but you may also discuss similarities.
2. Describe the impact on the environment of each person interviewed (use specific examples).
3. What have you learned from these interviews that could help you reduce your portion of the ‘human impact’ on the environment?

