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Pollination and How it Works

This activity is best done after students have discussed pollination.  The following website has a downloadable booklet:  Pollinator Activity Book http://www.life.uiuc.edu/entomology/pollinators/activity.html
Exploration

[image: image2.jpg]


1. Invite participants to sample fruits and vegetables that depend on pollinators. 

2. While they are eating their snacks, review the concepts on pollination. 

Concept Application
1. Explain to the participants that they are going to construct a model of an insect and then investigate how it will pollinate a flower.
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2. Have participants each make an insect by bending one pipe cleaner into an insect shape, then twisting a second pipe cleaner around its center. Note: Insect shape should be small enough to fit easily into the bottom of the paper cup flower. 

3. Have participants make a flower: 

· Poke a hole in the bottom of a cup using a nail.

· Wrap tape, sticky side out, around the top of the remaining pipe cleaner. Insert non-taped end of the pipe cleaner through hole in bottom of cup to form the flower pistil.  Tape pipe cleaner in place on bottom of cup.
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Carefully sprinkle a teaspoon of talcum and 1 color of chalk powder or jello powder in the bottom of the cup, trying not to get any on the tape on the pipe cleaner. 

4. Have the students fly their insects in and out of their flower cup and the cups of other students — allow them to touch the powder and taped pipe cleaner.

What happened to the taped pipe cleaner? 

Are there different colors on the pipe cleaner? 
5. Inferring and communicating: 

What did we use to simulate the flower's pollen? 

What happened to the pipe cleaner insect? 

What happened to the "pollen?" 

How do you think this relates to real flowers? 

(Inside the flower is a pistil that is sticky like the tape. The pollen sticks to the pistil and is used to fertilize the ovaries in the flower.)

Why do you think pollination is important to us? 

(Without pollination the plant cannot develop seeds — reproduce — or produce fruits and we would not have many of the foods we enjoy.) 

