Mr. Tree Talks about Litter and Pollution
Mr. Tree Talks about Litter and Pollution

[image: image1..pict]Needed items: One tree puppet, such as “Mr. Tree” that can be found in the Gwinnett Clean & Beautiful “Mr. Tree” toolkit, or a tree puppet that is handmade. See the information at gwinnettcb.org or other websites for information about making a tree puppet. You may also include common litter items, such as a plastic bag, cup, straw, receipt, etc., and pictures of clogged storm drains.
[Read as a poem, or sung to the tune of
 “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”]

Hello, hello, my name is Mr. Tree.

I’m everywhere, just look and see.

What you do, everyday

Can affect me or plants or animals- hey

Litter and pollution hurt everyone

You’ll know all about it, when I’m done.

Mr. Tree: Hello to all you fine students out there. Today we are going to talk about the dirty facts of litter and pollution, and how they affect the whole earth. Even more important than that, we are going to talk about what each one of us can do to make the earth a better place for all of us to live. Each one of us can reduce litter and pollution, and if we ALL pitch in and do that, we will be keeping America- and the world!- beautiful!

First, let’s talk about “litter” - can anyone give me examples of some litter you have seen? Tell me where you have seen the litter too.

[Students give answers, and Mr. Tree responds favorably, guiding each student to a more correct answer if needed. If students did not name the following, they can be prompted for the item.]

Hmmm.... So some of you have seen cups from fast food places on the side of the road, or French fries spilled all over the ground- where should they be instead? [Answer: in a trash can.]

Some of you said that you have seen paper like receipts or gum wrappers outside a store, or in the parking lot- where should those have been put? [Answer: trash can.]

Other students said that they have seen papers and trash in the street in their neighborhood on trash day. Sometimes that trash goes down the storm drains along the road, and clogs them up with trash- where do those papers and trash belong instead? [Answer: in a covered trash can or in the trash truck.]

Some plastic bags were seen in trees- yucch, I HATE when that happens- or blowing across the road, or caught up under bushes- where should they have been put? [Answer: in a plastic bag recycling container, or taken home for reuse as a lunch bag or trash bag.]

Some of you even said you had seen balloon parts and strings on the ground at the playground, and some Silly String all over the ground and bushes. It must have been a fun birthday party, but what should have been done with the balloon and Silly String after the party? [They should have been picked up and put in the trash.]

Mr. Tree: Some people said they saw plastic bottles and aluminum cans from soda or sports drinks thrown all over the soccer field or at a park- what should have happened with those bottles? [Answer- they should have been collected for recycling or put in a trash container if recycling was not available.]

And some of you have seen tires on the side of the road- where do they belong? [Answer: retuned to a tire dealer who must send them to a recycler.]

Now that we know what things are litter, can you give me an official definition of litter?

[Guide students to the correct answer, if necessary: Waste that is not in the right place.]

Let’s talk a little bit about pollution- what is pollution? And where might you find pollution?

[Students explain what they think pollution is, and where it is found. The best answer is that it is a harmful substance that gets into the water, air, or soil.]

You are right about pollution- it is something harmful that gets into the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the soil that grows plants like food or beautiful trees. [Models to show his beauty.]

Ok, here’s a tricky question for you- can litter also be pollution?

If you said, “Yes,” you are right! Sometimes litter becomes pollution, like when a can of oil is thrown along the side of a road, and the oil leaks out. The oil will get into our soil and harm it by killing the animals that live there, like worms. The oil might then wash into a stream or river, and pollute the water there. It can harm animals in the water too, and be hard to remove so that humans can drink the water safely.

How does this litter harm the earth, or plants, like me, or animals, or even, people??? Let’s talk about some of the ways.

[Discuss the following:
Food trash on side of road or in parking lot: makes area look ugly or messy; can draw pests like rats or wild dogs; smells bad as it rots; may be harmful to the animals that eat it

Litter like paper or plastic trash also make the area look ugly, and if it looks like people don’t care about an area, there may be more graffiti or crime there. Paper and plastic trash can get into the storm drains and clog them up. If there is a big rain, the water will not drain from the street properly and yards can be flooded. Small paper and plastic trash can also go through the storm drain right into a waterway, where the trash can harm plants and animals. [Show storm drain pictures, and explain that they are the openings on the side of the street where water goes when it rains. They have a large grate in them to keep out garbage, but it can fill up with trash and then not be able to drain large amounts of water in a heavy rain.]

Plastic bags that are litter get blown all over- what would happen if it blew onto a windshield of a car while it was driving down the road? It could cause an accident. Plastic bags that get blown onto plants like me, or into the bushes or on grass prevent sunlight from getting to plants. We need that sunlight to make our food! So plants can be harmed from too many plastic bags blowing on them. 

Also, plastic bags- and other plastic litter- break down into little plastic pieces. They never go away completely, just get smaller and smaller. Sometimes, animals think the little pieces are food and eat them, especially if they are the colors of the animal’s normal food. Since animals cannot digest plastic, it can block their stomach or other parts, and they cannot eat and may die.

Balloons and Silly String or other small plastic parts do the same thing, especially if they are pretty colors- animals think they are food and eat them. Did you know that garbage like this from Gwinnett County, Georgia could end up in the ocean, where turtles, pelicans, and fish might eat the plastic and get sick? You wouldn’t want that ending to your birthday party, would you?

Plastic bags and old tires, or other garbage that catches and holds water, are the perfect place for mosquitoes to breed. Have you even seen a bunch of tiny wiggly worm-like things in a puddle of water? They are probably mosquito larvae- the babies that will grow up to be the flying insect that drives you crazy on a warm summer day. Their bites can be more than just itchy, since mosquitoes can carry diseases like West Nile Virus, which can make birds and even humans very sick. So we don’t want to leave things around that can catch water, like old tires, plastic bags, or even old toys or buckets left out in the yard.

All those plastic bottles or aluminum cans from drinks at the soccer field or park can also be a perfect place for mosquitoes to grow. Both are made from valuable resources- oil or aluminum- and can be recycled into new products. If they are recycled, less pollution gets into our air, water, and soil, and we can conserve our resources so they will last longer.

Mr. Tree: Speaking of pollution, that is something I really worry about- pollution can hurt trees, other plants, animals, and even humans. If pollution gets into the soil or water, I will take it up in my roots to all the different parts of me, and it could make me sick. I do take in pollution from the air and clean it in my leaves, but I can only do so much- if there is too much pollution in the air, that could make me sick too.

Does this seem like a lot of bad things? It could be, but if you help me and all the other plants and animals on earth, you will be helping people too. Can you think of ways to reduce litter and pollution, so that these bad things don’t happen?

[Students should list things like picking up after themselves and putting garbage where it belongs; putting trash in enclosed containers; not leaving toys or trash out on the ground to collect water; keeping a litterbag in the car; telling an adult if they see tires or other trash along roads, so that it can be reported; carrying a reusable tote bag into stores so new plastic bags are not needed for a purchase; recycling or reusing plastic bags; recycling bottles and cans, or better yet, using a reusable water bottle for drinks away from home; reusing or recycling everything possible; not putting anything down storm drain; share your knowledge about litter and its harmful effects with friends and family, etc.]

Mr. Tree: Wow, those are all great ideas! Each of them is something that every person- including kids! - can do easily. So let’s get out there and help Keep America Beautiful- and safe too! 

Thanks for being a great audience, and don’t forget- every one of you is a big part of taking care of our earth! I’ll see you outside! [Mr. Tree bows and exits.]

Portions adapted with permission for educational use only from “A Tree for All Seasons Featuring Mr. Tree” by Carolyn Frank, (Puppet Partners, Inc. 
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